
Rakas v. Illinois 

 

After receiving a robbery report, police stopped the suspected getaway car, which the owner was driving, 

and in which petitioners were passengers. Upon searching the car, the police found a box of rifle shells in 

the glove compartment and a sawed-off rifle under the front passenger seat and arrested petitioners. 

Before trial, petitioners moved to suppress the rifle and shells on 4th Amendment grounds, but the trial 

court denied the motion on the ground that petitioners lacked standing to object to the lawfulness of the 

search of the car because they concededly did not own either the car or the rifle and shells. 

 

The Court held that petitioners, who asserted neither a property nor a possessory interest in the 

automobile searched nor an interest in the property seized, and who failed to show that they had any 

legitimate expectation of privacy in the glove compartment or area under the seat of the car in which they 

were merely passengers, were not entitled to challenge a search of those areas. 

 

 


